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A Small Journey through
the Archaeological Sites
of Tama Area
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The Tama region, which makes up the western half of Japan’s capital, Tokyo. Alongside the city’s 23 central wards and its island
districts, Tama is “another Tokyo” — a land filled with archaeological sites that tell a rich and fascinating story of the past.

Here you will encounter Tokyo's oldest Paleolithic stone tools; the beauty of the ancient Jomon era; haniwa clay figures from
ancient burial mounds; the lives of officials who served at the ancient provincial capital; and the rise and fall of a Sengoku castle.

This exhibition is your introduction to a journey through these remarkable sites. With a wide variety of excavated artifacts as your
guide, take the first step along the path of Tama'’s history!
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The Many Faces of Tama: A Journey through Its Diverse Past
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For more than 30,000 years, people have lived in the Tama region of western Tokyo, adapting to its varied natural environments. Over this
long span of time, they lived in many different settings and left behind a wide range of archaeological sites.

These sites do not share a single defining feature that can be easily summarized. Each reflects a particular moment in time, a specific
landscape, and a distinct way of life. It is this diversity—these many faces of the past—that most clearly characterizes the heritage of Tama.

In this small gallery, we have brought together selected sites from across the region and across time. We invite you to explore them as stops
along a journey through Tama's richly layered archaeological world. We hope you will enjoy this modest journey into the many stories of
Tama.
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What is Tama?
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Musashdai Site, Fuchu
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Located on the edge of an upland overlooking the Tama River, the Musashidai Site has yielded stone tools dating back approximately 35,000 to
36,000 years. These artifacts are recognized as among the oldest Paleolithic materials discovered in Tokyo. The assemblage consists mainly
of minimally retouched, irregular flake tools. At the same time, it also shows techniques similar to blade production methods that would
become typical in later periods. The Musashidai Site is widely regarded as an important source of evidence not only for Tokyo and the wider
Kanto region, but also for understanding the Late Paleolithic period of the Japanese archipelago and, more broadly, the beginnings of human
history in Japan.
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The Beginning of the Upper Paleolithic in Japan and Musashidai Site
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Maedakouchi Site, Akiruno
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The Maedakouchi Site, located in the eastern part of Akiruno City, is especially well known for artifacts from the earliest phase of the Jomon
period (the Incipient Jomon). Excavations have uncovered a variety of items, including early pottery, animal bones, and fish remains (such
as salmon). Among these, a collection of stone tools associated with the production of pointed implements—including flakes and other by-
products from tool-making—is particularly significant. These tools, which clearly reflect the stone-working techniques of the time, have been
designated an Important Cultural Property. This site offers a rare and vivid glimpse into the lives of people who lived during the transitional
period from the Paleolithic to the Jomon era.
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Between the Palaeolithic and the Jomon
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Namezaka Site, Hachioji
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The Namezaka Site is a Jomon-period settlement site located on a hilly ridge. A large-scale excavation covering 2.45 hectares was conducted
prior to extensive residential and commercial development in the area. This investigation completely uncovered a ring-shaped settlement
encircling the summit of a semi-isolated hill once known locally as Namezaka-yama. Eighty-nine pit dwellings were discovered, all dating to
the Middle Jomon period. The settlement is thought to have been inhabited for more than 500 years. The richly decorated pottery unearthed
here invites us to imagine the spiritual world of the people who once lived on these hills.

2 BRBROBHRH P miRes

BLERITSLIZ 6 DI BBINTLET - BB RON EFHECT, F—F vk - 5B
A5 (# 15,500-11,500 £77 ) U SR BREBHH Exborislid, PR
218 (% 11,500-7,000 481 ) PRIEOBLLTAVLATW L EZLATVWET, 1
BUE8 (%9 7,000-5,500 &7 ) YAYDFES, REIZHIE>TALIEAKITZHER Y
P (£9 5,500-4,500 E87i ) Lfﬁiﬁiéﬂtb@f‘ BRIZERINLEALZLIG LS
jj%,ﬁﬂ(%’94,500-3,300$ﬁﬁ) 28N Jbottvﬂowfti&vt%zbhfviff
%8 (# 3,300-2,500 &7 ) i&;g@;n; RBOTRREZOMRLELY. 85

HEOR S+ BBRE by BRSNS DT, B BB ORI CI AR E B LT £,

% 35 @ 30 651X P HA

The Middle Jomon Period in the Tama Region
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Nasunahara Site, Machida
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The Nasunahara Site is a multi-period archaeological site on an upland overlooking the Onda River valley. It contains evidence dating from the
Incipient Jomon period (beginning around 14,000 BCE) to the Heian period (794-1185 CE). A settlement from the Late to Final Jomon period
was discovered at the western edge of the site. As one of the earliest excavated examples of this period in southern Kanto, it is important in
the region’s archaeological research history. Although the site was used for more than 1,000 years, this display highlights artifacts from the
first half of the Final Jomon period.
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The Final Jomon Period in the Tama Region
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Ayabehara Site, Machida
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At the Ayabehara Site, on a hill overlooking the Tsurumi River, pottery dating from the end of the Early to the beginning of the Middle Yayoi
period was discovered.

The pottery was placed in a pit dug into a north-facing slope, and the feature is interpreted as a secondary burial.

Because few sites from this period have been found in the Tama region, these remains provide valuable clues to human activity at that time.
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Yayoi Pottery with Jomon Cord
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Tsuchiyaduka Kofun, Komae
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It is believed that as many as around 70 burial mounds once stood in Komae City, long known as “Komae Hyakuzuka” (“the One Hundred
Mounds of Komae").

The Tsuchiyazuka Kofun, one of these, is a circular mound with a projection, built in the mid-5th century and about 35 meters in diameter.

Its main burial chamber has not yet been excavated. Nearly 100 cylindrical haniwa were recovered from the surrounding ditch; they were
likely once arranged on top of the mound. The manufacturing techniques of these haniwa suggest connections with Kamitsukeno (present-day
Gunma Prefecture), offering important clues to the social conditions of the time and interregional relations.

Today, the mound is designated as a municipal historic site and maintained as Tsuchiyazuka Kofun Park.
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Kofun burial mounds along the Tama River
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Shikenzake Site, Kunitachi
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This site forms part of the Aoyagi Kofun Cluster in the middle reaches of the Tama River. Ten circular burial mounds, 10 to 30
meters in diameter and dating to the early to mid—7th century, have been identified here. Although the earthen mounds were
mostly leveled in later periods, the floors of the stone chambers remain well preserved, and numerous grave goods were recovered.
Built within only about fifty years, the mounds nevertheless differ in chamber structure and grave goods, making the site important
for understanding the final phase of kofun construction in the Tama region.

The best-preserved chamber (Mound No. 1) has been relocated and is now preserved at Shikenzaike Park.
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Musashikokufu-kanren Site, Fuchu
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The archaeological sites associated with the Musashi provincial capital (Musashi kokufu) form an extensive complex stretching east to west
across the present-day city of Fucha, covering about one-fifth of the city's area. Excavations have revealed remains on a scale far surpassing
those of ordinary contemporary settlements. These include the provincial government offices (kokuchd), the residence of the provincial
governor (kokushi-kan), and traces of more than several thousand structures. The provincial capital was also home to the officials who
conducted governmental affairs. Here, distinctive artifacts unearthed from the site reveal aspects of their daily lives.
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Pottery from the Musashi Provincial Capital
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Hachioji-jo ato, Hachioji
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This mountain castle was built on the steep slopes of Mount Fukazawa (also known as Shiroyama), north of Mount Takao. It was constructed
in the mid-1580s by Hoj6 Ujiteru, the warlord who ruled this region at the time. At the foot of the mountain lies the Goshuden area, where the
lord conducted official business and lived. Excavations have uncovered the remains of large stone-based buildings and a garden. Though said
to be impregnable when completed, Hachioji Castle fell in 1590 during Toyotomi Hideyoshi's campaign against Odawara, reportedly in less
than a day while Ujiteru was away. Because the site was left largely untouched after the battle, many late 16th-century remains survive. It
was designated a National Historic Site of Japan in 1951.
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Artifacts Unearthed at Hachioji Castle:Life and Warfare
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Shitajukuuchiyama Site, Kiyose
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At the Shitajuku Uchiyama Site in Kiyose City, large-scale excavations were carried out from 1976 over several years, covering approximately
210,000 square meters. The numerous features and artifacts uncovered revealed the overall picture of Shitajuku Village during the Edo
period (1603-1868). This was highly pioneering work conducted in the late 1970s and early 1980s, when archaeological research on Japan's
early modern and modern periods was still developing. Instead of focusing on Edo, the urban center and seat of the shogunate (in what is now
central Tokyo), it undertook a large-scale investigation of a rural village—an unusual approach at the time.

The artifacts on display here mainly date to the middle Edo period, roughly from the mid to late 18th century.
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Continuity with the Present
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Begin Your Journey of Further Discovery
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How did you enjoy this introductory journey through the archaeological sites of Tama?

The sites presented here represent only a small portion of the region’s rich archaeological heritage. Many more sites are scattered throughout
the Tama area, and the discoveries made through excavations are carefully preserved and displayed at local history museums across the
region.

If this exhibition has sparked your interest, we invite you to begin your own journey exploring the archaeological sites of Tama.

Even more fascinating stories from the past are waiting to be discovered.
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